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Purpose

This collection development policy has been created:

· to clearly state the policies of the Library Board,

· to identify responsibility for collection development and provide staff with consistent guidelines for development and maintenance of the collection,

· to provide a process for public input,

· to assist in budget allocation for materials, and

· to defend freedom of information and prevent censorship.

Policy Framework

RELATIONSHIP TO THE MISSION AND STRATEGIC PLAN OF THE LIBRARY

The Library's Mission Statement is as follows:

Inspiring passion for journeys of the mind to include creating “the ‘Aha experience,’ the sense of discovery, the excitement of learning something new, the Library as a gateway or portal to that experience. The sense of excitement or passion that lovers of the library develop for a particular subject or a genre such as mysteries or biographies. The sense of community that suggests this experience is at least partly social. 

Our shared values are: 
Investing the next generation

Friendly engagement of patrons

Welcoming environment

Community connection

      
THE LIBRARY AND THE COMMUNITY

As a public, tax-supported institution, the Library must serve all sections of a diverse community.  Materials are selected on the basis of their interest and information to all people in the community.  The Library welcomes suggestions for the purchase of material from library users and will purchase or make available what is requested as much as feasible. These suggestions shall be considered in light of the Library's selection criteria.

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

The Cromaine District Library subscribes to the principles of intellectual freedom as stated in the American Library Association’s “Library Bill of Rights”, “Freedom to Read” and “Freedom to View” statements as amended and clarified.  (Copies of these documents can  be found in the Appendix.)  Accordingly, 

· the staff of the library provides equal service to all library users.  Children and adults are equally free to use the entire library and to borrow all materials in the circulating collection,

· books and other library materials are selected on the basis of literary, educational, information and recreational value,

· the library recognizes that some works may be controversial and that a given item may offend some patrons.  Selection will not be made on the basis of any anticipated approval or disapproval, but solely on the merits of the work in relation to the building of the collection and to serving the interests of library users.

· the presence of any book, video or other material in the library does not indicate endorsement of its contents by the Library Board.
GIFTS/DONATIONS

The Cromaine District Library welcomes gifts of books and other materials with the understanding that gifts will be added to the collection only if they meet the library’s criteria for selection.  Once received, materials are the exclusive property of the Cromaine District Library.  If donated items are not added to the collection, the library reserves the right to place them in library book sales or otherwise dispose of them.

The library accepts cash donations for the purchase of materials.  The donor may request that these funds be used for the development of specific collections, but the library reserves the right to select materials it deems appropriate.

Authority and Responsibility
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION

The responsibility for selection lies with the staff of the library.  While both the general public and staff members may recommend materials for consideration, the ultimate responsibility for selection rests with the Library Director operating within the general policies established by the Library Board.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LIBRARY USER

The library realizes that some materials are controversial and that any given item may offend some library users.  While the library staff are available to assist individuals and groups to select material, the ultimate responsibility for the choice of materials lies with the user.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR A MINOR’S READING

The Cromaine District Library provides access to its materials to all library users.  Responsibility for children's use of library materials rests with parents and legal guardians.  Collection development decisions are not restricted by the possibility that children may obtain materials that their parents consider inappropriate.

PUBLIC LIBRARY/SCHOOL LIBRARY ROLES

The library attempts to provide materials which complement and augment the reference, research, and leisure needs of students of all ages.  The library does not duplicate the collections of school libraries.  The library acquires textbook and other curriculum related material only if they may be useful to the general reader or are valuable sources of information on a particular subject.

CONCERNS ABOUT LIBRARY MATERIALS

Any individual wishing to express an objections to a specific item in the library collection may do so  by completing a “Statement of Concern about Library Materials” form.  The “Statement of Concern” and the specific item will be read, viewed, or listened to by library staff  and the Library Director will respond in writing to the individual regarding the concern.
